Qhtptcr XXXII
THE CENTRAL ASIATIC HIGHLANDS
JLHE 17,000,000 square miles of Asia are divided Into five
unequal parts.
First of all? and nearest to the Arctic, lies the great plain which
I mentioned when speaking of Russia. Next come the central
highlands. Then the high plateaux of the south-west Next the
peninsulas of the south; and finally the peninsulas of the cast, As
I have already described the great Arctic plain, I can continue
at once with the second part of the programme.
The central Asiatic highlands begin rather mildly with a series
of low mountain chains which form more or less parallel lines
running invariably from east to west or from south-east to north-
west, but never from north to south. In many places, however, the
crust of the earth has been badly broken and twisted and folded
and tortured by great volcanic upheavals. Thus we get the
Irregular contours of the Yablonol mountains east of Lake Baikal,
the Khangal and Altai mountains west of Baikal, and the Tien-
shan mountains just south of the Balkash Lake. To the west of
these mountains are the plains. To the east lies the high plateau of
Mongolia, where the Gobi desert Is situated, the home of the
ancestors of Genghis Khan.
West of the Gobi desert lies the slightly lower plateau of east
Turkestan or SInklang. It Is the valley of the Tarim River, which
aimlessly loses Itself in the nearby lake of Lob-nor, famous through
the discoveries of the Swedish traveller Sven Hedin. On the map
the Tarim looks like a small desert brook. Yet It is one and a
half times as long as the Rhine. For remember, Asia is the country
of the gigantic proportions.
Just north of Turkestan there Is a gap between the Altai and
Hen-shan mountains. It is the land m&itioncd on our atlases as
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